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-, -gource-of inspiration to the people in their struggle for freedom,

| NATIONAL SONG

Bamkim Chandra Chatterjee’s Vande Mataram, which was a

has an equal status with Jana-gana-mana. The first political
pcéaéion on which it following is the text of its first stanza.

Vande Mataram ! Vande Mataram !
Sujalam, Sulphalam, Malayaja -shitalam,
Shasyashyamalam Mataram!
Vande Mataram
Shubhrajyotsna, Pulakutavaminim,
Phullakusumitra-drumadula-sobhinim,
Suhasinim Sumadhura-bhashinim,
Sukhadam Varadam, Mataram!
Vande Mataram ! Vande Mataram !

The English translation of this stanza is rendered by
Shri Aurobindo: Richly-watered, richly-fruited,

| bow to thee, mother,
Cool with the winds of the South,
Dark with the crop of the harvest,
The mother,
Her nights rejoicing in the glory of the moonlight,
Her lands clothed beautifully with her trees in flowering bloom,
Sweet of laughter, sweet of speech,

The mother, giver of boons, giver of bliss!
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